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Mason’s Firework Display

by MIKE LOVEDER

BEFORE a crowd of about 120 spectators (Bob’s ¥, full House?!),
the three Bathwick Tyres teams all played at home together for the
first time this season — and it was not necessarily one of their better
days. With three tables in use simultaneously it seemed a little
crowded with the first team holding centre court. In the opening
game here Nicky Mason succumbed to a challenge from Desmond
Douglas, but went down fighting. The pattern of the first game was
familiar — evenly poised at the halfway stage, Mason led 11-10.
Douglas made his usual surge to go 18-12 ahead and win through
21-15. Not too disheartened Mason kept the second game close
throughout and served when leading 18-17. Sadly for him at 20-19
up he was the victim of a very low bounce and Douglas capitalised
on this to leave Mason regretting he’d served off twice earlier in the

game.

A slightly off-form Matthew
Syed found himself a little short of
space when he was taken on by Alan
Cooke. A tangle with a court
barrier at 19-20 down seemed to
cost Syed the first game. In their
second game Syed trailed 2-7 but
bounced back staging a remarkable
recovery. From 8-12 down he took
8 consecutive points to lead 16-12
and he found that chopping the ball
very hard and low gave him a
convincing 21-14 victory. In their
third game the Bath defender
simply got too far behind by
returning the ball too high, and a
more confident looking Cooke
stormed through to win 21-12.

John Souter found Sean Gibson
difficult to contain on the day. In
their first hard-hitting game Souter
found himself 3-9 down, but he too
staged an impressive recovery to
level at 19-19, only for Grove’s
rising star to take the next two
points. In their second game Souter
led 8-4 but could not hold on to his
lead and suddenly found himself 10-
11 down. Gibson then pulled clear
by just a few points which was
enough for him to win 21-17. Chris
Rogers made a valiant effort against
Brad Billington. Despite a slow
start, Billington began to dominate
and came through 21-19, 21-12 to
put Grove 4-0 up. All four Bath
players had lost a game at 19 or
deuce and this had cost them a
league point. At the halfway stage
things were starting to look a little
monotonous — but the Bath
players didn’t see it that way.

After the refreshment interval
they seemed to gain a new lease of
life and fought back hard. Nicky
Mason looked grimly determined
against Alan Cooke as he blasted
himself a 9-2 lead in their first game.
finding Cooke vulnerable with
power shots wide to his forehand,
Mason extended his lead to 17-7
and the England No.l was starting

to look a bit cheesed off! Mason
served off once again but the
cushion he had built was sufficient
for him to win 21-11. Alan Cooke
was in no mood for giving in and he
took a 6-1 lead in their second
game. However Mason levelled at
7-7 and the points were evenly
shared up to 13-12. Then came one
of a number of ball changes as the
match ball disappeared beneath the
spectator stand. From this point
Cooke surged ahead to lead 18-14
and take the second game 21-15.
Many thought the battle was over as
Cooke developed a 9-6 lead in their
third game. Nevertheless Mason
battled on relentlessly and edged
ahead at 13-12. Then came a
sparkling display as Mason blasted
himself a 17-13 lead and this time he
continued to blast balls off the
bounce to go 20-14 up. He only con-
ceded one more point to the delight
of the home crowd who up until
now had been particularly quiet. A
loud cheer went up and ‘Mace’
grinned from ear to ear!

To a certain extent John Souter
followed his example with a series
of explosive shots against Des
Douglas. Souter at times moved the
dividing line between lunatic and
brilliant! Despite a brave effort,
Souter was just outgunned 18-21,
18-21. A massive tussle was to
follow between Matthew Syed and
his ‘old’ friend and rival Bradley
Billington. Syed took an early lead
of 7-4 but then started to take the
ball later and consequently
chopped it higher. This produced
very mixed fortunes with the score
margin narrowing to 13-12. By
chopping the ball lower and throw-
ing in the occasional float Syed took
a 20-16 lead but found the winning
point a bit of a problem. Billington
battled back to 19-20 and then
gained a crippling net shot which
enabled him to pinch the game at
deuce. In their second game Syed

looked prepared to work much
harder and despite looking tired he
took a 7-3 lead. He too served off
but managed a 10-4 lead to
dominate this game. Having won
the second game a comfortable 21-
Il Syed found it difficult to
maintain the pressure on Billington
in the deciding game. At times Syed
was attacking too much for his own
good, trying to hit the unhittable
and consequently trailed 13-17. A
determined effort ensured that he
won this the 5th of their 6 most
recent meetings as he scraped home
21-19 and gained the officials’ Man
of the Match nomination (to
everyone’s surprise!) His manager,
Ray Perrin, presented him with a
crystal decanter in recognition after
the match.

In the final leg Chris Rogers took
the sting out of Sean Gibson’s
game. His trip from Leicester was
made more worthwhile as his high
topspin loops from both wings
gained him the first game at 21-15.
Rogers led Gibson 18-11 in the
second and was not deterred by
another ball change as he won
through 21-14 to make the final
match score a more respectable 3-5.
Des Douglas was the only player to
win two and thus give Grove the
edge over this match, which means
that the Market Drayton squad can
afford to lose one match and still
win the League Championship.

Ormesby retained second place
with a 6-2 win over Dulwich Rams.
In this match Glenn Baker became
one of a series of players who has
recently beaten John Broe, who
seems to find it tough this year at
No.2. Carl Morgan recorded a good
win (20 & 18) over Michael
O’Driscoll. Two from both Nigel
Eckersley and Chen Xinhua
ensured a home win. Ellenborough
beat Armada 400 7-1 with the battle
of the Wilsons seeing Colin beat
Gary 23 & 8. Colin experienced
more problems with veteran Mike
Short who he beat 19 in the third.
Gary Lambert beat Tony Stark to
prevent a whitewash. Perhaps the
surprise of the weekend was Kettler
Sport dropping a point to Butterfly
Cardiff. I said they would have to be
careful against the relegation can-
didates! Cardiff’s point was largely
down to Ian McLean who beat
Adrian Moore and Steve
Scowcroft. In fact, Kettler could
easily have lost this match as
Scowcroft just beat Paul Lewis at
deuce in the third of the last game
and John Hilton beat Paul Giles at
19 in the third of the first game.

4x(5-3)=?
West Warwickshire drop in to

third place following their first loss
(3-5) inflicted by St Neots. In a

hard-fought match Stuart Palmer
beat Adrian Dixon 20 & 7 but this
was offset by Phil Gunn beating
Mick Harper 7 & 10. Keith Richard-
son clinched victory with third
game wins over Barry Johnson and
Andy Rich. Mick Stead played a
key role in City of Leeds’ 5-3 win
over Bayer Bradford as he beat
Mark Stevenson and Dave
Gannon. Where was Martin
Kinsella? Grove II stay top with a 5-
3 win over Chan Construction and
Well Connected Menswear hold on
to fourth place with a (yes, you’ve
guessed it) 5-3 win over Ruston
Marconi Lincoln. Two more wins
from Adrian Pilgrim ensured two
points, and Andy Edmonds got the
better of Dave Skerratt in an inter-
esting game scoring -20, 6, 20.
Fords Action

Chelmsford OC’s became the
second team to beat Ashford
despite the latter being at full
strength and a rare duck from
Grant Solder — who was ‘spanked’
by Kenny Jackson 9 & 13. There’s
class for you! Nevertheless this was
balanced out by two from John
Dennison who beat Dave Barr and
Max Crimmins. Not a good day for
Joey Kennedy who lost in straight
games to Tony Penny and Dave
Newman.

Lethal Lisa

Lisa Lomas continues to take the
division apart and is now clearly the
backbone of Team Peniel. They
beat Colley Toyota 5-3 and this put
the Welsh team down to 7th place.
Not satisfied with her wins over
defence experts John Payne and
Mike Hammond of Larkhall, Lisa
went on to beat John Bult and Steve
Ward, the latter by scores of -4, 11,
15. Steve beat John Holland deuce
in the third but it was lan Attridge
and Richard Darnell beating Mike
Owens that helped to keep Team
Peniel on top of things. TSP
Larkhall remain pointless and are
now five points behind their closest
rivals following their 2-6 loss to
Horsham Dolphins. Brian
Garroway beat Phil Smith but lost
to Paul Elphick.

Britannia Ipswich turned out a
full-strength team with Phil
Logsdon against half a Rejects team
and only won 5-3! Mike O’Leary
moved up from No.4 to No.2 and
beat Richard Tanner. John
Kitchener turned the match with
wins over (’Leary and Percy
Collino. With Scott Greenbrook
injured, Gary Spencer playing foot-
ball, and Paul Carter out winning
the Kent junior tournament, it was
left to Simon Philips to come in at
No.3 and beat Logsdon. Peter
Harry, high on painkillers, made
little impact nursing a broken toe!
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Mazda Shines

Royal Mail Leicester have lost
their last two matches in Division 2
Midland and slip down to fourth
place with their latest 3-5 loss to
Cheltenham Saracens. Mark Owen
gave Saracens the edge with third-
game victories over Karen Smith
and Maurice Newman. When
Birmingham lost 1-7 to Grove Mick
Browne beat Jill Harris narrowly
but lost -6, -18 to John Ellis. VPM
Mazda won a four-hour marathon
against Bath where six games went
to three. Mark Simon kept VPM
ahead with wins over Lee Sadler
and Diccon Gray. Burslem beat
Launceston 6-2 with a duck from
Neil Bevan who lost narrowly to
Mark Evans and -16, -7 to Brian
Johns.

Norwich Foxwood & Ormesby I1
battle it out for top spot in Division
2 North with the latter just one
game ahead. Neil Gravener helped
Liverpool to a draw against
Ormesby with two useful wins. Ian
(Bennie) Robertson and Jonah
Kahn were the ‘untouchables’ for
the Middlesbrough outfit.

Meanwhile Norwich knocked
Vymura clean off the top with their
6-2 victory with Neil Pickard and
Richard Stevenson dominating.
Cambridge moved nearer to safety

RESULTS

with a 7-1 over Chan Construction
for whom Colin Greene offered
some resistance with a win over
Helen Bardwell.

Fellows Cranleigh and Ellen-
borough shared the points in
Division 2 South. Paul Sayer was
the star for Cranleigh with a 21-9 in
the third game win over Dipak
Topiwala and a 9 & 6 beating of
Simon Proffitt. It was John Robin-
son who kept Jolliffe Poole in the
hunt as they chalked up a 5-3 win
over Victory Sports Tonbridge.
Mark Brown lost to him, but beat
Tony Clayton. Concord Flash go
top with a hard-fought 6-2 victory
over Rejects II. Miss Kuburat
Owolabi beat Jerome Jonah 16,-19,
18 and Paul Carter -9, 13, 19. Fatai
Ayinde won his two in straight
games. The non-arrival of Kent
veteran Tom Adams saw Larkhall
crushed 7-1 by Horsham Dolphins.
Graham Bateman took consolation
in beating Andy Walker-15, 11, 19.

Rodger the Dodger

Seat Peterborough opened upa S
point lead in Division 3 East with a
5-3 win against Brentwood. Keith
Rodger convincingly dodged defeat
but Lindsay Taylor lost narrowly to
Horst Baermann. Britannia beat
Levi’'s Westfield 7-1 but are still
bottom. Steve Hanks beat Charles
Fulcher to stop a whitewash but lost
to Andrew Dosher. Fellows Cran-
leigh beat Team Peniel 5-3 as

Andrew Eden conceded a total of 34
points on the day, burying Dave
Window and Mark Wicker.
Crusaders Lincoln suffered a 3-5
defeat to City of Milton Keynes as
Peter Bowler beat Paul Moore and
Kev Rogerson. Ashley Hodgson got
full marks for effort despite losing
his two. Simon Rockall came away
undefeated.

Concorde Crashes

Humberside Andro knocked
Concorde Huddersfield out of the
running in Division 3 North only
conceding one game as Tim Dyson
beat Joe Naser. Lee Hewitt retained
his 100% record with a 19 & 19 win
over Tim Dyson. Telford Tigers
and Blaydon YCR continued to
battle it out for bottom place.
Telford lost 1-7 to Bri-Bar Blaydon
Il as Julian Wotton beat Mark
Christie 12 & 16 in the opening
game. Blaydon YC Racers lost by
the same score to Ormesby. Barry
Forster beat Maurice Cheek and
Fred Short in this match. John
Hope starred in Vymura’s 7-1
victory over SEE SW Durham,
beating Roger Stewart and John
Crawford.

All positions are unchanged since
last time in Division 3 South.
Dulwich Rams cling on to top spot,
one point ahead of Farecham, by
virtue of beating Rejects 7-1.
Another win for Hamish Innes (!)
and he took Peter Tan close. Fare-
ham beat Harlesden PCC 6-2 as

Errol Skeete beat Ram’ Bhalla and
John Lennon beat Graham Toole.
Pillinger Air Croydon are chasing
hard with an 8-0 over Marley
Ashford which gives them a healthy
games average. They seem to be just
waiting for a slip up to move higher.
Gunnersbury Triangle took a 5-0
lead (all two-straight) against a
new-look Lambeth 4 Tops. Javad
Ameri became Lambeth’s No.1 for
this game but saw his players lose 1-
7. Anthony Dixon beat Pete Moss
to stop a whitewash.

Terry Haley and the AHW Comets

Leckie won their first match in
Division 3 West beating Bude
Surfers 6-3. Gary Powell helped to
tip the balance with two wins.
Andrew Bevan scraped a win for
Bude against Robert Till -21, 17, 19.
Colley Toyota hang on to top spot
with a 5-3 win over Bath II1. David
Hadley resisted with wins against
Lee Thomas and David Buck.
Grove IV beat Thorns 7-1 although
S games went to three. Julie Billing-
ton won both of her games at 21-11
in the third against Ken Walton and
Eric Hardman. The latter beat
Mark Gibson 18, -19, 19 for
Thorn’s sole win. Kingfisher
Reading battled valiantly against
AHW Comets but only came away
with two wins taken from Colin
Luscombe. Phil Aspinall was on
form with straight-game victories
over Wally Allanson and Terry
Haley.

LEAGUE TABLES AS AT 6TH NOVEMBER

Ormesby 6 2 Dulwich
Kettler 4 4 Cardiff
Bath 3 5 Grove
Armada 1 7 Ellenbro
Warwicks 3 5 St Neots
Leeds S 3 Bradford
Chan Con 3 5 Grove
Lincoln 3 5 WCM’'wear
Rejects 3 5 Britannia
Horsham 6 2 Larkhall
Peniel S 3 Colley T
Ashford 3 5§ Chelmsford
Grove 7 1 Birmingham
Launceston 2 6 Burslem
Bath 3 5§ VPM Mazda
Cheltenham 5 3 Leicester
Rejects 2 6 Concord
Horsham 7 1| Larkhall
Poole S 3 Tonbridge
Cranleigh 4 4 Ellenbro

12

Ormesby 4 4 Liverpool
Vymura 2 Norwich
Cambridge 7 1 Chan Con
Ormesby 7 1 Blaydon
Bribar 7 1 Tigers
Vymura 7 1 Durham
Humberside 7 1 Huddersfield
Rejects 1 7 Dulwich
Triangle 7 1 Lambeth
Fareham 6 2 Harlesden
Pillinger 8 0 Marley
Brentwood 3 S Peterbro
CM Keynes S5 3 Lincoln
Britannia 7 1 Westfield
Cranleigh S 3 Peniel
Grove 7 1 Thorns
Bude 2 6 Leckie
Bath 3 5 Colley T
Comets 6 2 Reading

Premier Division
Grove [
Ormesby I
Bathwick Tyres [
Dulwich Rams 1
Kettler Sport 1
Ellenborough 1
Butterfly Cardiff
Armada 400

First Division North
Grove 11

MBS St Neots
West Warwicks
Well Connected
Chan Construction
City of Leeds
Bayer Bradford
Ruston Marconi

N NN NN

NN N N N NN

First Division South
Team Peniel I
Ashford
Chelmsford OC’s
Rejects I

Horsham Dolphins
Britannia A.C.I.
Colley Toyota I
TSP Larkhall I

NN NN NN

w D L F A Pts
7 0 0 50 6 14
6 0 1 41 15 12
5 0 2 45 11 10
4 0 3 28 28 8
2 1 4 21 35 5
2 0 S 25 31 4
1 1 5 10 46 3
0 0 7 4 52 0
S 2 0 41 15 12
S 1 1 33 23 11
4 1 2 32 24 9
4 0 3 30 26 8
3 0 4 26 30 6
3 0 4 24 32 6
2 0 5 21 35 4
0 0 7 17 39 0

5 1 1 33 23 11
5 0 2 34 22 10
4 2 1 30 26 10
3 1 3 28 28 7
3 1 3 27 29 7
2 2 3 27 29 6
2 1 4 26 30 S
0 0 7 19 37 0










































































